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Colonel May Face Court Martial 


SENT SECTARIAN FUND APPEAL 
AS AIR FORCE MAIL 


A quick protest by Glenn L. Archer, executive director of POAU, ended 
illegal use of the U.S. mails by Lt. Col. Joseph J. Weidner, commander of the 
2679th Air Reserve Center at Albuquerque, New Mexico as the officer and 
his associates were faced with a threat of court martial. Playing a prominent 
role in the investigation was Lewis A. Myers, editor of the Baptist New 





Protestants Speak Up, 
Break Birth Control Ban 


Roman Catholic pressure to elimi- 
nate an exhibit of Planned Parent- 
hood from a demonstration of social 
welfare facilities sponsored by Area 
“M” board of the Commissioners’ 
Youth Council, has been thwarted by 
prompt action of the Council of 
Churches of the National Capital 
Area in Washington, D. C. 

Dr. Frederick E. Reissig, the 
council’s executive who is a goatee 
type without a goatee, bears beneath 
his cherubic mien a will of Lutheran 
iron. Reissig was informed that the 
St. Peter Claver Society, a Catholic 
agency, was attempting to dictate on 
admissions by threatening to pull out 
of the exhibit if Planned Parenthood 
were included. Charles Carter, the 
chairman, admitted that his group 
had bowed to Catholic pressure and 
ruled out Planned Parenthood. 


Reissig Reacts 


Reissig promptly dispatched a letter 
to Carter in which he pronounced 
“very disconcerting” the Commis- 
sioners’ apparent readiness to bow to 
Catholic pressure in the matter of 
exhibits. “It simply seems impossible 
to me,” he wrote, “that your board 
would take such action when being 
threatened by a comparatively small 
group to withdraw its support of the 
exhibition.” He added the thought 
that living amicably with one’s 
neighbors ‘“‘must never be done at the 
expense of the welfare of others, or at 
the expense of the freedom of ideas.” 

At this display of determination by 
the Council of Churches and other 
groups, the Commissioners’ Youth 
Council canceled its cancellation and 
permitted Planned Parenthood to go 
ahead with its exhibit. The vote was 


(Continued, page 7) 


Mexican and a POAU official. 


The POAU protest originated when 
a sample of an Air Force Reserve 
appeal letter for St. Anthony’s Or- 
phanage was sent anonymously to 
national headquarters. Mr. Archer 
immediately lodged a protest with 
Secretary Douglas of the Air Force 
in which he referred to Col. Weidner’s 
abuse of the mailing privilege as “a 
violation of military propriety and 
also of the constitutional provision 
against Federal aid to religion.” 
POAU was promptly and courteously 
assured that a complete investigation 
would be made. 


Col. Weidner, a Roman Catholic 
Actionist, had apparently attempted 
to use the Chicago parochial school 
fire for a tear-jerking appeal for St. 
Anthony’s Home. As a result of the 
investigation the abuse of public pre- 
rogatives by the Air Force Reserve 
personnel was clearly established. It 
was determined that the 40,000 appeal 
letters sent out by the Air Force had 
cost the taxpayers $1800. The mail- 
ings were halted by Jack McFarland, 





QUOTE OF THE MONTH 


“May there be no room 
among you for that prideful 
spirit of ‘free investigation.’ “’ 
—Pope Pius XIl to the Soci- 
ety of Jesus, the great educa- 
tional order of the Roman 
Catholic Church. Quoted in 
Saturday Evening Post, Jan- 
vary 17, 1959. 

















acting postmaster, on the basis of a 
directive he had received from the 
Post Office Department. Col. Weidner 
was ordered to make good the $1800 
but the bill was actually paid by the 
president of trustees of St. Anthony’s 
Orphanage. 

Apparently the institution could 
well afford it for the orphanage 
reported that the returns from the 
Air Force mailing had been “over- 
whelming.” 





See Page 4 
for Picture 





Col. Weidner himself has declared 
that the mailing operation was “ir- 
regular” for the reason that it omitted 
AF recruiting information. He argued, 
though, that a lot of reservists had 
come into the center to see about their 
obligation, as a result of the mailing 
project. “Apparently they didn’t know 
where to go before,” he said. 

Disciplinary action was to come 
from the 10th Air Force head- 
quartered at Selfridge AFB, Mich. 
The commanding officer there is Gen. 
R. E. L. Eaton. Col. Weidner stated 
he did not know what action would 
be taken in his case. 

POAU was informed by General 
W. P. Fisher from the office of the 
Secretary of Defense that upon com- 
pletion of the investigation, “appro- 
priate action will be taken against the 
individuals responsible for this un- 
authorized mailing.” 








¢ Editorials « 
Sectarian 
Malfeasance 


Elsewhere in this issue is a news 
story about a Roman Catholic Action- 
ist, Lt. Col. Joseph J. Weidner, who 
used government postage-paid en- 
velopes as commander of the 2679th 
Air Reserve Center in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, to send out a financial 
appeal for a sectarian orphanage. He 
spent about $1800 of the taxpayer’s 
money in this endeavor to raise funds 
for his church. The more important 
matter, however, is the fact that he 
lent the name and official endorsement 
of the U.S. Air Force to a church 
money-raising scheme. 

It is hard to imagine an officer in 
the armed forces being so ignorant of 
our constitution and basic laws as to 
suppose this was proper behavior. 
Nevertheless, the facts speak for 
themselves. 

Perhaps it is parochial school train- 
ing, perhaps something else, but the 
fact seems to be that whenever a 
devout Roman Catholic gets in a post 
of public trust, he seems to feel he 
must use his new powers to promote 
his church. Such an occurrence also 
seems to have a way of loosing the 
“Pope’s Commandos” for sectarian 
assault on the public treasury. 


Sectarian Raiders 


In Colorado, Maine, Washington, 
Ohio, and Pennsylvania, the election 
of a Catholic to the governor’s chair 
has been followed by clamant money 
demands for the church. 

So, a commanding officer forces a 
“patron saint” program on all the men 
of his command. An engineer fastens 
a denominational medal to a Van- 
guard rocket. A judge turns his court 
room into a show case for the Roman 
Catholic Church. Another judge writes 
the Pope to see whether his two 
Catholic bailiffs will be permitted to 
perform certain official duties. 

All this is sectarian malfeasance. 
If a Roman Catholic were elected 
president would he approach the job 
with such an idea in mind? And would 
he, in order to get publicity for his 
church, treat us to the spectacle of 
endless nuns and clerics streaming in 
and out of the White House to the 
accompaniment of countless photos on 
the front pages, the back pages and 
the middle pages of the press? 
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Fire Protection 
For Schools 


What is the best strategy for assur- 
ing children adequate fire protection 
in their classrooms? Msgr. William 
E. McManus who heads Chicago’s 
parochial schools, was very much 
on the spot following the disastrous 
parochial school fire there in De- 
cember. A report by investigators 
accused school authorities of “housing 
children in structures which are fire- 
traps.” 

Father McManus reacted to the 
criticism by urging new parochial 
school construction work which would 
cost from $8 to $10 million. A better 
remedy might be to develop one 
adequate, modern, common public 
school system which would serve 
children of all creeds. Such a system, 
democratically controlled by local 
communities, staffed with competent 
teachers and administrators, 
thoroughly schooled in American tra- 
ditions, might be the answer to the 
safety of our children and the educa- 
tion of our children that we seek. 


+ 


Whose Delinquency? 


In January Church and State we 
ran a little story about a student at 
St. Helena’s Roman Catholic school 
in New York City who showed up at 
school one day with a machine gun 
slung across the handlebars of his 
bicycle. An investigation led to the 
discovery of an Irish “liberation” 
arsenal in the boy’s home. 


Now we are informed that the boy, 
who was apparently dismissed from 
St. Helena’s school, has been en- 
rolled in a public school, Junior High 
127. We cite this incident because 
it is typical. It is standard procedure 
for parochial schools to expel “prob- 
lem children” and send them to public 
schools. 


Keeping a High Average 


This “dumping of the delinquents” 
is highly useful in strengthening the 
contention of parochial school de- 
votees that the products of these in- 
stitutions are more moral and godly 
than those of the public schools. In 
The Education Digest, December 
1958, Father Neil G. McCluskey 
brags complacently about the moral 
superiority of parochial schools, then 
admits that they send all their de- 
linquents to the public schools. 


Is this not really dishonest? Pat- 


rick Barrett, the machine-gun lad, 
who apparently learned his bad habits 
while in St. Helena’s School, now be- 
comes a useful statistic to prove the 
delinquency in the godless public 
schools. 

As a matter of fact, definitive 
studies indicate that Roman Catholics 
constitute a higher percentage of the 
white prison population of the U. S. 
than any other church operating on 
the American scene. Major criminals 
turn out with monotonous regularity 
to be Catholic in faith. 


Half Way Doesn’t Count 


This is, of course, highly embar- 
rassing to apologists for a group 
claiming a superior record on de- 
linquency. The explanation usually 
offered is that these criminals did not 
attend parochial schools. When it is 
shown that in many cases they did 
attend, it is hastily argued that they 
did not finish—i.e., they did not get 
the full treatment. 


The latter explanation does often 
turn out to be true. A study of a given 
criminal may well indicate that he 
was in parochial schools for a time 
but did not graduate. But the other 
side of this coin too often is not dis- 
closed—namely that in many cases 
he was expelled from parochial school 
and sent over to public school. 


The parochial school is an effective 
agency for sectarian indoctrination— 
this we have always acknowledged. 
But such a function should never 
be confused with the conquest of 
delinquency. 
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@ In Russia, where atheism is the state religion, a literary magazine, 
organ of the writers’ union, criticized official antireligious propaganda. It 
referred to the “hundreds of atheistic lectures” in the town of Magnitogorsk 
but said they “cannot compete with the influence of local Baptists.” Such 
lectures, said the magazine, should not be judged by their “quantity” but by 
their “real effect.” 

@ The Evangelical Church, Germany’s principal Protestant de- 
nomination, has “withdrawn” regulations, which were the main 
source of friction with the Soviet Zone government, forbidding 
confirmation of children who had taken part in Communist “youth 
dedication” ceremonies. 

@ Last summer the Vatican failed in its bid to negotiate a concordat with 
the Catholic government of Austria which would provide for repeal of civil 
marriage, financial support of Catholic schools and other concessions. Now 
it is charged by the Hungarian government that the Vatican supports the 
claim to the Austrian throne of Archduke Otto, son of Emperor Charles 
whose “cause” for beatification as a saint is now pending. 

@ French parochial schools, which now receive money through 
governmental “educational allowances” to parents, have been de- 
manding direct aid, and in much larger amounts. DeGaulle promised, 
when in power, to issue a “Christian Education Decree giving satis- 
faction to all Catholics.” (Review, January, 1949.) His government 
has now issued an educational reform decree but without touching 
the issue of further aid to Catholic schools. 

@ The Loyal Orange Order asked to interview the Premier of Ontario, 
Canada, to protest government grants to parochial schools that are larger 
than sums appropriated to public schools. 

@ Roman Catholic missions were attacked and priests beaten 
in nationalist riots at Leopoldville, Belgian Congo; thirty-four 
Africans were killed, no whites. The Roman Catholic Lovanium 
University at that city is 80% government supported. The new 
Catholic-dominated Belgian government promises new subsidies. 
Proportion of non-Africans in Congo’s population is 6/100 of one 
percent. Proportion of non-African students at the Lovanium: 88%. 

@ The Ceylon Buddhist Congress demanded government operation of 2467 
state-aided Christian schools with an enrollment of 371,836 students. 

@ In Italy farmer Domenico Mercadante, charged with offenses 
“against the religion of the state” was exonerated. He barred a 
priest who was trying to enter his home in order to bless it. 

@ In continuing disorders over concessions by the new Frondizi govern- 
ment of Argentina to Catholic universities, the Jesuit El Salvador College 
in Buenos Aires was bombed for the second time in three months. Monsignor 
Octavo N. Derisi, Rector, warned “enemies” of the Church that “we prefer 
to die . . . rather than be slaves to the imposition of their ideas and teaching 
methods.” 

@ Citizens of Yugoslavia were in an uproar of protest last month 
over the action of a United States Commissioner in California who 
denied extradition of Andrija Artukovic whose Ustashi storm- 
troopers, accompanied by Roman Catholic priests, killed many 
thousands in attempts at mass conversion of the Croatian Orthodox 
Serbs to Roman Catholicism. The Commissioner held that Artukovic 
could not be extradited because his crimes were “political.” Con- 
gressman James B. Utt has introduced a bill to legalize his illegal 
entry into the United States. 

@ Diplomatic shakeups at Christmas time at the Vatican included with- 
drawal of recognition from the government-in-exile of Lithuania, now 
absorbed by the Soviet Union. Meanwhile, the priest who is the new presi- 
dent of the French Parliament agreed to make a ceremonial visit to Stalingrad. 

@ The Roman Catholic Bench of Bishops of Communist Czecho- 
slovakia, who have an arrangement with the regime for the teach- 
ing of the Catholic catechism in public schools, messaged Pope 
John XXIII that “in the West and in Italy, where the capital of 
Christendom is located, preparations for a new war have been 
increased.” 
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NEWS From Jar and Near 





Same, Only Louder 
TABLET REPEATS LIE 


El Catolicismo of Bogota and the 
Brooklyn Tablet have again quoted 
the “Lutheran Association of Colom- 
bia” as saying that no persecution of 
Protestants exists in Colombia. At the 
request of POAU the National Lu- 
theran Council made a diligent search 
for the “Lutheran Association” both 
in Bonn where the story presumabl 
originated, and in Colombia itself. 
Their conclusion: “Apparently it 
does not exist.” (See Review, Jan., 
1959). 











Pools Without Water 
Closed in Indiana 


The editors of Church and State 
have always accepted as gospel any- 
thing appearing in The Christian 
Century. But when that journal re- 
ported in its January 7 issue that 
Catholic priests had decided to close 
church swimming pools rather than 
contest a tax the government was 
trying to impose, Church and State 
became dubious. 

The word “pools” in connection 
with the Roman Catholic Church 
connoted not aquatic sport but an- 
other kind of sport which, it is ru- 
mored, is far more lucrative for its 
promoters. An investigation revealed, 
sure enough, that the pools were not 
the kind you swim in but the kind 
you wager in. 

The trouble apparently started 
when a Protestant minister in Indian- 
apolis was haled into court for run- 
ning a church lottery. He irately 
declared that the Catholics were oper- 
ating a “million dollar gambling syn- 
dicate” and he couldn’t see why he 
was closed up. 

There was that. Then there were 
complaints about inadequate pay-offs. 
Well, one thing led to another and 
finally the Internal Revenue Service 
moved in on the church “pools.” At 
that point the Roman Catholic 
Church decided to close its lucrative 
“pools” because it didn’t wish to 
share profits with the government and 
wanted to avoid publicity. 

According to reports from Indiana, 
the water supply is unaffected, but 
there may be a new descent on the 
state capital for more public aid to 
parochial schools. 
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2679th AIR RESERVE CENTER 
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 
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Hierarchy Cautious 
In Strife-torn Cuba 


Two Cuban Catholic Bishops, the 
leading Cuban Catholic magazine, and 
the Cuban Knights of Columbus 
joined to praise as “fully justified” 
the executions without trial of Batista 
sympathizers guilty of “horrendous 
crimes.” 

Dale Francis of the Sunday Visitor 
wrote from Havana that “Justice is 
at last coming.” Osservatore Romano 
said the Castro revolt was part of a 
“democratic awakening” in Latin 
America. But a few weeks before, 
Msgr. Bela Varga of Georgetown had 
high praise for Batista’s ambassador 
to the UN; and even after the revolt, 
the Church admitted a “hands off” 
policy while the “horrendous crimes” 
of Batista’s men were being com- 
mitted. 


John C. Bennett's Book: 
“Christians and the State” 


John C. Bennett’s book, published 
by Scribner’s, contains in chapter 
XVII one of the clearest statements 
we have seen of the perils many 
Protestants and Jews see in the Ro- 
man Catholic power structure. Ben- 
nett understands “the Catholic prob- 
lem.” No doubt his residence in New 
York City has helped to educate him. 

We fault Dr. Bennett not on his 
analysis, but on his reaction to the 
analysis. He reacts by proposing to 
provide important public subsidies to 
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the Catholic Church for the operation 
of Catholic schools. He calls these 
financial concessions “fringe benefits,” 
and includes transportation, health 
services, school lunches and _text- 
books. 

POAU has raised no objection to 
lunches and health services but has 
opposed transportation and books for 
church schools at public expense. The 
danger in giving away the whole case 
through “fringe benefits” is great, as 
the Everson Case dissenters noted. 
Twenty-eight Jesuit college presidents 
recently demanded full Federal aid 
on the same basis as given to public 
institutions “according to the pre- 
cedent provided by the school lunch 
program.” Does Dr. Bennett realize 
that financial concessions to the Ro- 
man Catholic Church do not slow 
down, but rather accelerate, its sub- 
sidy demands? 


Black Cat in a Dark Basement 


We fault Dr. Bennett, again, on his 
argument that the Roman Church is 
softening in its historic stand against 
religious liberty. The Pope is the 
arbiter here and the best Dr. Bennett 
can muster from him is some remarks 
to a group of Catholic jurists which, 
incidentally, he does not quote. Ac- 
tually, this statement is very vague, 
as Bennett himself admits. It is dif- 
ficult to tell what, if anything, the 
Pope meant. If the Pope believes in 
religious liberty, it would be a simple 
thing for him to say so. Why all the 
hush-hush and microscopic reading 
between lines for what probably isn’t 
there? 

Finally, we criticize Dr. Bennett’s 
apparent plea that the interpretation 
of the First Amendment prohibitions 
on aid to religion ought to be left to 


the individual states. Has he thought 
this through? Is this what he really 
wants? 


+ 


Manger Scene Barred 
During School Term 


The American Jewish Congress 
was partially successful in its Os- 
sining, New York, bid to prevent dis- 
play of a Nativity scene on the local 
high school lawn. Judge Elbert T. 
Gallagher of the Westchester County 
Supreme Court held that it could 
legally be maintained only during the 
Christmas school recess. 

The AJC contended that the 
“creche depicting the birth of Jesus 
is a sectarian display, sacred to many 
Christian denominations but unac- 
ceptable to and inconsistent with the 
beliefs and teachings of the Jews.” 
However, more than half of the plain- 
tiffs represented by AJC lawyer Leo 
Pfeffer were not Jews. 

Judge Gallagher was influenced, 
presumably, by Pfeffer’s contention 
that “the psychological and sociologi- 
cal effect of the erection by school 
authorities of a Nativity scene is to 
indicate clearly in the mind of a child 
a preference for the Christian reli- 
gion. .. .” But the attorney further 
contends that the Nativity scene dis- 
play, even during vacations, is a 
“state action in aid of religion.” 

Pfeffer said he would appeal the 
case, hoping for “the most definitive 
ruling to date on separation of church 
and state in this country.” 
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JESUITS CHARGE “DISCRIMINATION 
IN FEDERAL AID PROGRAM 


Twenty-eight Jesuit college and university presidents have charged 
“discrimination” in the National Defense Education Act, as passed by the 
last Congress. The Act gives tax money to public schools and institutions 
of higher learning, and limited tax dollars to private, including religious, 
colleges. This is the gist of a statement issued by the 28 Jesuit presidents at 
their annual meeting at Kansas City, Mo. 


Claiming that “it is difficult to 
justify in principle the distinctions in 
treatment between public and private 
schools and their students . . .” the 
Jesuit school heads want Congress to 
“modify those few provisions which 
are discriminatory.” 


Claim Equal Largesse 


Specifically, the Jesuit educators 
object to Titles II, III, V, and VI of 
the new Education Act. 


Title I provides for cancellation 
of up to 50% of the Government 
loan to any college student who grad- 
uates to become a full-time teacher 
in a public elementary or secondary 
school; the students who, instead, go 
to teach at private or parochial schools 
are given no such dispensation, and 
are obliged to repay the entire 
amount. 


Title III grants money to States 
for the purchase of scientific labora- 
tory and other equipment to enhance 
science and mathematics teaching in 
public schools, but only offers interest- 
bearing Joans to private non-profit 
elementary and secondary schools in 
the States. 


Title V provides matching grants 
to States for the expense of educa- 
tional and vocational testing and 
counselling of high school students. 
Private secondary schools are also 
eligible, but must provide their share 
out of their own pockets. 


Title VI grants Federal aid to stu- 





Worlds Apart 


“There is no common ground between 
the philosophy of Catholic education 
and the views on church and state of 
Jefferson, Madison and the Supreme 
Court. They are worlds apart. It is as 
absurd for Catholics to cite Jefferson 
and Madison as authorities for the doc- 
trine of ‘distinction and cooperation’ be- 
tween church and state as it is for the 
Communists to name their schools after 
Jefferson and Walt Whitman.” 


Milton R. Konvitz, professor of law, 
Cornell University; Law and Contempo- 
rary Problems, Winter, 1949, page 59. 
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dents who are preparing, at modern 
language institutes, to teach in “a 
public elementary or secondary 
school”—but no aid at all to those 
students teaching or preparing to 
teach at a private or parochial school. 

The Jesuit presidents have little 
to say about the concessions given to 
their institutions in the Education Act 
but complain because they are not 
getting more. 


+ 


ACLU ASKS CHANGE OF GARB; 
POAU URGES CHANGE OF HEART 


The Ohio branch of the American 
Civil Liberties Union said that “the 
Ohio controversy” “could be settled 
constitutionally if the New York and 
North Dakota systems were adopted.” 
They noted that Roman Catholic 
authorities in those two states have 
granted dispensations from the wear- 
ing of habits to nuns in public schools, 
and have permitted them to wear lay 
dress while teaching. 

Representative B. A. Broughton 
followed suit with a bill to prohibit 
Roman Catholic nuns from wearing 
their religious garb while teaching in 
Ohio’s public schools, but specifically 
not prohibiting the hiring of such 
nuns. Glenn L. Archer, Executive 
Director of POAU, praised the good 
faith of the Representative and the 
Union but said, “they don’t go far 
enough. The Attorney General at least 
directed the nuns not to teach sec- 
tarian religion in the classes. This, as 
we stated, ‘takes no cognizance of the 
solemn vows the nuns have taken to 
do that very thing.’ ” 

Archer suggested that the Union 
ask not only a dispensation from the 
garb but also a dispensation from the 
oaths of absolute obedience to re- 
ligious superiors. “So long as these 
are in effect,” he said, “the nuns can 
never be wholeheartedly faithful to 
the school boards for whom they 
work, or to their duties as teachers in 
nonsectarian public schools.” 





The Law 
in Action 











Roman Catholic Archbishop Paul 
C. Schulte of Indianapolis has been 
sued by a Marion County, Indiana, 
woman for injuries suffered when a 
folding chair she was sitting on col- 
lapsed during a church bingo game. 
Suit was filed against the bishop since 
all Catholic property in the diocese 
is held in his name. 

G2: a 


The U. S. Supreme Court rejected 
an appeal by a Jehovah’s Witness 
from a refusal to classify him 4F. He 
had previously refused to report, 
been convicted, and served a jail 
term, and so contended he was enti- 
tled to be classified as a “convicted 
felon” and therefore “morally unfit” 
for service. 

a 


The Supreme Court of Connecticut 
sustained the state’s 64-year-old law 
making it a criminal offense to possess 
obscene literature or pictures. 

. . 2 

The St. Thomas, Ontario, Canada, 
city council demanded provincial 
legislation to force Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses and other parents to permit 
blood transfusions for their children. 
The Children’s Aid Society concurred 
but Toronto Rabbi Abraham L. Fein- 
berg called the proposal “necessary in 
practice but dangerous in principle. 
It weakens the control of parents over 
children.” 


* * * 


Deacons of a Pasco, Washington, 
Baptist church obtained a court in- 
junction against their minister to re- 
strict himself to spiritual matters and 
to leave church business affairs alone. 

<2 @ 


At Philadelphia a man convicted of 
assault was released from jail, having 
convinced the judge he had “seen the 
light” by painting in his cell pictures 
of the Last Supper, the Sistine Ma- 
donna, etc. At Waynesburg, Pa., 
three teenage burglars were “sen- 
tenced” to spend Sundays in prayer 
for a year. 

* * * 


Holmes County, Ohio, school offi- 
cials are refusing to certify two Amish 
“high schools” conducted respectively 
in a farmhouse basement and in a 
14 x 16 foot frame farm building. One 
of them had no textbooks but an 


(Continued, page 6) 





Archer Contradicts 
Al Smith Biographer 


At a January meeting of the Ameri- 
can Catholic Historical Association, 
Professor Edmond J. Moore, author 
of Al Smith Runs for President coun- 
selled Senator John F. Kennedy to 
avoid Governor Smith’s “maneuver” 
of publishing a “credo” declaring his 
political independence and his belief 
in the American tradition of separa- 
tion of church and state. POAU Ex- 
ecutive Director Glenn Archer replied 
that Smith’s “credo” was not a “ma- 
neuver” but a “forthright statement 
of devotion to American principles.” 

“Tt did not harm Smith,” he said, 
“Tt made him many friends. . . . The 
issue is more pertinent this month 
than during Smith’s lifetime. Pope 
John has just issued a pronuncia- 
mento claiming control over the 
political consciences of Roman Cath- 
olics. . . . Senator Kennedy . . . has 
commendably moved toward a pro- 
nouncement of his American credo 
of independence. He should not be 
discouraged but encouraged to make 
his views known in this area.” 


+ 


Law 


(Continued from page 5) 


arithmetic, a speller, a hymnal and a 
Bible. The other had a blackboard 
but no chalk. Each had one teacher. 
Amish educators are trying to elimi- 
nate the “frills and fads” that are “‘in- 
filtrating public schools.” 


* * * 


The Ohio Supreme Court refused to 
enforce an “ante-nuptial agreement” 
by a Protestant woman, married to a 
prominent attorney, that she would 
raise her children as Catholics, take 
them to Holy Communion and other 
Catholic services, and have them con- 
firmed. The Court said the agreement 
would have “forced her to support a 
particular religious faith,” in violation 
of the state constitution. 


* * * 


The U. S. Supreme Court denied 
tax exemption to the “Puritan 
Church-Church of America” because 
it “conducted activities other than 
religious worship and instruction.” 
Washington observers speculated as 
to the effect if any on the Roman 
Catholic Church which conducts a 
wide variety of business enterprises. 
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Al Smith 





Very Rev. Walter M. Propheta of 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church, New 
York City, was served with a sum- 
mons in an attempt to stop the city’s 
first legal bingo game. Irregularities 
in pay-offs had been charged by dis- 
gruntled players. Rev. Propheta 
charged “religious persecution” and 
noted that bingo games had been 
operated by another denomination 
without benefit of any license at all. 

a 


The Missouri Supreme Court ruled 
in a case sponsored by Catholic, 
Jewish and Protestant leaders that 
the zoning boards of the state had no 
authority under the law to forbid 
construction of churches in residential 
areas. 

* * * 


In the Spring, the U. S. Supreme 
Court will hear the censorship case of 
Eleazer Smith, a California bookseller. 
In the 1957 Roth case Justice Bren- 
nan held that publications which 
shock community sensibilities are not 
entitled to constitutional protection. 
Appellants may seek to broaden the 
state’s power under this principle to 
define what is “dangerous to public 
morals.” 





“The Papal Election and 
American Law” 
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New Figures Given 
On Hill-Burton Aid 


Since the Federal Government in 
1947 began subsidizing the construc- 
tion of hospitals under the Hill-Bur- 
ton Act, approximately 70% of the 
taxpayer’s “investment” in all church- 
affiliated hospital building has gone to 
institutions owned and run by the 
Roman Catholic Church. 


This came to light with the release 
of figures cumulative to December 31, 
1958, by the Department of Health, 
Education, and Welfare in Washing- 
ton, D. C. 


Lead All Figures 


In numbers of construction pro- 
jects, Roman Catholic hospitals, 
health centers, nursing homes, chronic 
disease hospitals, and other facilities, 
constitute 68.1% ~f all religious-affi- 
liated projects receiving grants under 
the Hill-Burton Act. 


In terms of the total number of 
beds in all church-affiliated health- 
care institutions, the Roman Catholic 
units which have been given Federal 
funds account for 69.5% of the total 
hospital beds. 


As for the actual Federal Treasury 
expenditures to church-affiliated in- 
stitutions, the Roman Catholic hos- 
pitals’ share at the end of the first 
11 years of the program has amounted 
to 71.1% of the total. 


Public Subsidy 


Altogether 25,775 hospital beds in 
Roman Catholic institutions were 
added through this form of public 
subsidy, as compared to the 9,528 in 
Protestant hospitals and 1,783 in 
Jewish hospitals. 


The Roman Catholic hospitals have 
received a total of $168,643,000 of 
Federal government money under the 
Hill-Burton Act, compared with $58,- 
854,000 to Protestant and $9,467,000 
to Jewish hospitals. 


The decisions as to whether sec- 
tarian hospitals receive any subsidy, 
as well as which church-affiliated hos- 
pital gets Federal funds, are made by 
the various State hospital and health 
agencies. Little or no discrimination 
is possible at the Federal level, where 
the allocations are made to States on 
a strictly scientific formula, involving 
population and per-capita income 
averages. 


CHURCH AND STATE 








Post Story on Jesuits 
Backs TV Brief by POAU 


An interesting story, “The Pope’s 
Commandos,” published with appar- 
ent approval and cooperation of the 
Jesuit Order in the Saturday Evening 
Post of January 17, lends convincing 
support to the amicus curiae brief 
filed by POAU in the Loyola Uni- 
versity TV case. 

The completely authoritarian na- 
ture of the order and the complete 
dictatorial control over all members, 
are vividly set forth. The General, a 
Belgian who lives in Rome, can com- 
mand any member of the order, in 
whatever country he may be, to take 
up duties immediately in any other 
country. A member must obey as 
if he “were a dead body which 
suffers itself to be borne to any 
place and to be treated in any manner 
whatever.” 


Not Qualified 


POAU had argued that Loyola Uni- 
versity, a Jesuit institution, could not 
qualify under the law for a TV chan- 
nel. POAU charged that as an instru- 
mentality of a foreign power the 
Jesuits should be denied the channel. 
It was pointed out that all of the TV 
station’s governing board were Jes- 
uits, appointed by the General and 
under the control described above. 


+ 


For What? 


Billion Dollars 
Aid to Franco 


The United States has given the 
Franco dictatorship more than a bil- 
lion dollars in aid since the program 
was initiated in 1951. Little is said to 
the American public about the scope 
of this aid; practically nothing at all 
is said to the Spanish public. US. 
aid, which has meant the thin differ- 
ence between the survival and collapse 
of Franco, has been one of the best- 
kept secrets of the western world. 

When Franco himself recently 
boasted that “nothing has been vouch- 
safed us excepting the aid and assist- 
ance of the Almighty,” The Christian 
Century laconically remarked that he 
might at least have mentioned U.S. 
aid. 

The aid has been in many cate- 
gories. One of these involves the Vol- 
untary Aid Program whose aid is 
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Shot From Canons 





Defense “Unbeatifies” 
Army Patron Saints 





made possible by surplus commodities 
supplied by the U. S. government. 
(See Feb. Review). This aid, more 
than $7 million last year, is distrib- 
uted to the faithful by Catholic Wel- 
fare without the people’s ever learn- 
ing that it came from the U.S. gov- 
ernment. 


The extensive U.S. aid program to 
Spain has brought no relaxation in 
repressive measures against Protest- 
ant churches. The Protestant Semi- 
nary in Madrid was closed three years 
ago in a move endorsed and praised 
by the Spanish ambassador to the 
U.S. The seminary has never received 
permission to re-open. Three Baptist 
churches have been closed in recent 
months. 


+ 


Birth Control 


(Continued from page 1) 


11 to 5. The resulting publicity was 
expected to draw special attention to 
the Planned Parenthood booth. 
James Guinan, a Catholic member 
of the board and also a director of 
St. Peter Claver, created the dis- 
turbance in the first place and made 
the threat of Catholic withdrawal 
from the exhibit. When the 11-5 vote 
was announced he complained bit- 
terly about pressure from outsiders 
based on “distorted information.” 


Get Acquainted Offer 


All the fascinating news and pic- 


The Army Adjutant General has 
now issued a general order in regard 
to patron saint activities such as the 
St. Maurice, St. Barbara and St. Mi- 
chael programs. (Such an order had 
been requested by POAU in a letter 
to the Adjutant General in Decem- 
ber.) The order takes cognizance of 
efforts of sectarian votaries in the 
Army to impose their denominational 
practices on individuals of other be- 
liefs. It states plainly that “the reli- 
gious beliefs of any one organization 
will not be imposed upon individuals 
of other beliefs. Participation in reli- 
gious activities is a matter of volun- 
tary choice.” 


POAU Praised 


Time magazine hailed the victory 
of POAU in the patron saint battle in 
its issue of January 19. Time com- 
mended POAU for its “sleepless vigi- 
lance” in the matter of “excessive 
growth of Roman Catholic influence 
in the armed forces (and elsewhere).”’ 

Actually POAU’s function was to 
strengthen and publicize the role of 
the Protestant chaplains at Ft. Leon- 
ard Wood and in the Pentagon who, 
with calm and courage, stood up 
against heavy pressure. Such oppo- 
sition to Roman Catholic Action runs 
the grave risk of intra-service re- 
prisals. The chaplains ran this risk 
as heroic men in other ages have 
risked for their faith. Influential 
watchers have pledged that any at- 
tempt to discriminate against these 
brave men in the future will be piti- 
lessly exposed. 
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Second Concession in a Month 





Ohio Catholic Schools Get Buses 


The way opened for Ohio public 
school boards to provide bus trans- 
portation for parochial schools, by an 
opinion rendered by Cuyahoga 
County (Cleveland) Prosecutor, John 
T. Corrigan. The opinion coincided 
with the beginning of the new admin- 
istration in Ohio and was the second 
major victory of Catholic Action in 
a month. (The first was an opinion 
by the attorney general which ap- 
proved the hiring of garbed nuns as 
teachers in Ohio’s public schools. 

In his opinion Corrigan, a subordi- 
nate attorney, purports to set aside 
an opinion of former Ohio attorney 
general, Edward C. Turner, who had 
ruled that only public school pupils 
were entitled to transportation at 
public expense. He cited an article 
from the St. Louis (Roman Catholic) 
University Law Journal saying that: 
“The trend appears to be moving 
toward a concept of such benefits as 
free transportation for students as a 
form of social legislation under the 
police powers of the state and de- 
signed for the health, welfare and 
safety of all students. .. .” 

Mr. Corrigan gave the green light 
to parochial school transportation in 
his closing sentence: “It appearing 
to me that the weight of authority 
seems to be that the free transpor- 
tation of parochial school students 
would not be financial aid to parochial 
schools and that there exists no Ohio 
prohibition concerning it, it is my 
opinion that your Board could legally 
provide the transportation requested 
for the children attending St. Joseph’s 
School.” 

Observers of Catholic Action in 
Ohio were speculating that textbooks 





at taxpayer’s expense would be its 
next objective. 


+ 


Education at Low Ebb 
In Franco Spain 


Reports on the state of education in 
Spain indicate that this country may 
be without serious rival the most 
illiterate in Europe. The school sys- 
tem is apparently the worst among 
these nations. 

Official reports coming from Spain 
acknowledge that there is a shortage 
of 25,000 schools in that country to- 
day and 17,000 schools are in serious 
need of repairs. Official statistics indi- 
cate that there are more than four 
million illiterates beyond the age of 
ten years. One million children of 
school age will be without schools in 
the 1958-59 school year. 

Victor Alba commenting on this 
condition in the November 15, 1958 
issue of /berica, blames the fact that 
Franco allocates well under 1% of the 
national income to education. The 
smallest figure anywhere else in Eu- 
rope is 2.5%. Alba points out, also, 
that of the high school students in 
Spain only 17% attend public schools. 
The remaining 83% attend private 
schools practically all of which are 
operated by the Roman Catholic 
Church. These schools get a lion’s 
share of the tiny allowance for edu- 
cation. 

Alba states that the quality of 
teaching in the public schools is 
steadily deteriorating as these insti- 
tutions are being starved. 
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“The Church believes in restricting 
the use of dangerous books to those 
whose minds are prepared for them... . 
The Church has, through the centuries, 
understood that ideas are really more 
dangerous than other weapons, and that 
their use should be restricted. The dan- 
gerous ideas should be studied by those 
competent to study them but not scat- 
tered to the winds. . . .’’ —Father Francis 
J. Lally, Editor, Boston Pilot, on the Mike 
Wallace Program. 











Parochial Fire Trap 


The National Fire Protection As- 
sociation report on the disaster of Our 
Lady of the Angels school in Chicago 
said that “it would have been fairly 
simple and inexpensive to enclose all 
stairways properly. If this had been 
done the 93 lives lost in the fire would 
have been spared.” 


It was pointed out, incidentally, 
that the sanctuary and the rectory of 
Our Lady of the Angels were com- 
paratively new structures whereas the 
school building was ancient and ram- 
shackle. The Christian Century took 
exception to the Archbishop’s state- 
ment: “It was the will of God,” and 
suggested that better compliance with 
regulations might have averted the 
disaster. 


New Weapon 


There was some evidence that the 
Catholic hierarchy intend to use the 
disaster not so much to improve its 
own fire prevention practice as to as- 
sault the public treasury for subsidies. 


Said Msgr. William E. McManus, 
Chicago Archdiocesan Director of 
Education, the man on the spot, “the 
most valuable contribution which 
Catholics can make .. . is to con- 
tinue to expand their Catholic school 
system,” and, he added, this “will 
make Catholics very sensitive about 
the uses to which their tax dollars 
are put.” Msgr. McManus did not 
explain further the latter part of his 
statement. Some interpreted his re- 
mark as meaning that Catholics 
should help starve public schools so 
that parochial schools might find it 
easier to expand. 


Parochial schools were being closed 
because of fire danger in various parts 
of the country. In Rhode Island chil- 
dren and nuns were being “tempo- 
rarily” housed in the public school 
buildings. Public school sessions ter- 
minate at noon and the Catholic 
faculty takes over for the afternoon. 
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